Safety and efficacy of high-dose sodium stibogluconate therapy of American cutaneous leishmaniasis.
40 patients with American cutaneous leishmaniasis caused primarily by Leishmania braziliensis panamensis were treated with sodium stibogluconate in a double-blind, randomised controlled trial. Nine weeks after starting treatment, all 19 patients treated with 20 mg Sb/kg per day for twenty days were cured but 5 of 21 patients treated with 10 mg Sb/kg per day for twenty days had persistent active disease (p less than 0.05). Both treatment regimens were well tolerated and they were associated with a similar incidence of reversible toxic effects. Existing recommendations for therapy of American cutaneous leishmaniasis with sodium stibogluconate are inadequate for some patients, and higher doses are both safe and efficacious.